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INTRODUCTION

1 Peter

The apostle Peter wrote this letter to encourage believers who were or would likely be facing trials and persecution under Emperor Nero. During most of the first century, Christians were not hunted down and killed throughout the Roman empire. They could, however, expect social and economic persecution from three main sources: the Romans, the Jews, and their own families. All would very likely be misunderstood; some would be harassed; a few would be tortured and even put to death.

The legal status of Christians in the Roman empire was unclear. Many Romans still thought of Christians as members of a Jewish sect, and because the Jewish religion was legal, they considered Christianity legal also—as long as Christians complied with the empire’s laws. However, if Christians refused to worship the emperor or join the army, or if they were involved in civil disturbances (such as the one in Ephesus recorded in Acts 19.) they might be punished by the civil authorities.

Many Jews did not appreciate being legally associated with Christians. As the book of Acts frequently records, Jews occasionally harmed Christians physically, drove them out of town, or attempted to turn Roman officials against them. Saul, whom we know as the apostle Paul, was an early Jewish persecutor of Christians.

Another source of persecution was the Christian’s own family. Under Roman law, the head of the household had absolute authority over all its members. Unless the ruling male became a Christian, the wife, children and servants who were believers might well face extreme hardship. If they were sent away, they would have no place to turn but the church; if they were beaten, no court of law would uphold their interests.

Peter may have been writing especially for new Christians and those planning to be baptized. Peter wanted to warn them about what lay ahead, and they needed his encouraging words to help them face opposition. This letter is still helpful for any Christians facing trials. Many Christians around the world are living under governments more repressive than the Roman empire of the first century. Christians everywhere are subject to misunderstanding, ridicule, and even harassment by unbelieving friends, employers, and family members. None of us is exempt from catastrophe, pain, illness, and death—trials that, like persecution, make us lean heavily on God’s grace. For today’s readers, as well as for Peter’s original audience, the theme of this letter is hope and a call to holiness in troubled times, and a recognition that even suffering can be a gift from God. No fewer than seven different Greek words for suffering in this letter suggest the intensity of the persecution.

Perhaps the most striking feature of the letter is Peter’s emphasis on submission as the Christian’s response under pressure. Despite suffering, discrimination, and ridicule, the path of holiness involves acceptance of our pain and an awareness that even suffering can be a gift from God.

The Greek terms for submission are  hupotasso or hupotage. The words indicate a subjection or subordination. While this may be forced (as the demons who submit to God, Luke 10:17), Christian submission is voluntary. 

Read the following verses and note who believers submit to here:

Romans 13:1 ______________________________________________________

Ephesians 5:21 _____________________________________________________

1 Peter 2:18 _______________________________________________________

Here Peter called on us to submit when persecuted, and keep on trusting God.

The first-century church was divided by two cultural traditions—Jewish and Gentile—from which people were drawn to become one in Christ.   At first, the church was Jewish. The community of faith grew immediately after Jesus’ resurrection as a sect of Judaism. These first believers were surprised that God would accept pagan outsiders just as He accepted the chosen people—by faith in Christ. Still, for its first two decades, the new community was primarily Jewish.

Then came the explosive days of missionary expansion. Spearheaded by Paul and others, the Gospel was carried throughout the Roman world. And thousands responded. The makeup of the church changed: Gentiles predominated. Teachers began to explore the new faith’s relationship to Hellenistic philosophies and ways.

Looking back at Ephesians and Colossians, it is clear that Paul wrote to men and women of Hellenistic orientation. It is equally clear that the Book of Hebrews was written to Jewish believers, for it deals with Christian faith in the traditional categories of Old Testament theology. Despite their differing audiences, all three books consider the very same issues. They help readers grasp the superiority of Christ. They each affirm Jesus as the center of our faith, the heartbeat of our new lives.

Christ is superior to the cosmology of the pagans and to the revealed shadow-truths of the Jews. New life in Jesus cannot be found through the ascetic self-denial of Gnosticism or the ritual observances of Judaism. Identity is found in our resurrection life, portrayed in Ephesians and affirmed in the Hebrews’ pronouncement that we have been lifted to glory as the sons of God. Theme after theme in these books compares, though each is adapted to the history and to the Gentile or Jew to whom it is addressed.

One implication of this is clear. As the church continued to mature, its identification with either tradition was gradually being lost! Believers shook off the tendency to identify themselves as Gentile-Christians or Jewish-Christians, and found a new, common identity in Christ alone. Shaking off old identities to understand who they were in Christ became a vital issue for a worldwide church, composed of such diverse elements.

And, as Christians began to view themselves as a separate and distinct people in themselves, so the world around began to realize that Christianity was not just a sect of Judaism. It was a religion in its own right.

There is much controversy over 1 Peter. Most theologians agree that it was written near the end of Peter’s life. Probably he wrote from Rome, just before his martyrdom under Nero around 64 AD.

The debate focuses on the recipients of the letter.  He addressed his letter to the “scattered,” to diaspora (1 Peter 1:1). This word identified Jews who lived in major Gentile cities throughout the world. Along with Peter’s identification as an “apostle to the Jews,” this seems to prove that the letter was meant for Christian Hebrews.  Read Galatians 2:7 and record what you learn: __________________

_________________________________________________________________

On the other hand, the book speaks of “the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers” (1 Peter 1:18) and gives a catalog of distinctly Gentile vices (1 Peter 4:3-4). These references and others make it hard to limit Peter’s readers to Hebrew Christians. It is possible that Peter addressed this letter to mixed communities, composed of both Hebrew and Gentile Christians. But it is certain that Peter, like Paul and the writer of Hebrews, addressed common issues, and emphasized those themes which soon made the Christian church distinct.

LESSON ONE

1 PETER 1:1-5

Those "chosen" for salvation have been chosen by the Father, made holy by the Spirit, and cleansed by the Son. The Bible tells us the basis for God’s predestination.  Do a word study on “predestine” and record what you learn here: ____________________________________________________________

Continue reading in Romans 8:29 ______________________________________

Also read Ephesians 1:4 ______________________________________________

So the basis of God’s choice is our choice of Jesus.  Read the following verses and record your thoughts:

John 3:16 _________________________________________________________


Romans 10:13 _____________________________________________________

Revelation 22:17 __________________________________________________

 Romans 9:14-29 ___________________________________________________

Because of Christ's resurrection, Christians have a hope of eternal salvation that is actually a certainty.  It is a promise  protected by God himself.

Read  John 10:22-30 _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

This letter is addressed to “God’s elect, strangers in the world,” or to the Jewish Christians scattered throughout the world as a result of persecution against believers in and around Jerusalem. The first believers and leaders of the early church were Jews. When they became Christians, they didn’t give up their Jewish heritage, just as you didn’t give up your nationality when you became a follower of Christ. 

Because of persecution, these believers had been scattered throughout the Roman world. Read Acts 8:1-4 ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Persecution didn’t stop the spread of the gospel; instead, persecution served as a way to introduce the Good News to the whole empire. Thus the churches to whom Peter wrote also included Gentile Christians.

It is not surprising that those who have been chosen by God are seen as strangers in the world.  Strangers comes from a word, parepidemos, that emphasizes both foreign nationality and temporary residence.  Christians, whose citizenship is in heaven, (Philippians 3:20), live in the midst of a pagan society as aliens and sojourners, displaced persons whose thoughts should often turn toward their true home. 

The readers were scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, sprinkled like salt throughout five of Asia Minor’s Roman provinces. The letter was evidently meant to circulate among the churches in this area. “Scattered” (diasporas) had special meaning to the Jewish Christians in these churches. The diaspora referred to Jews who were separated from their homeland. Peter adapted this word which previously described Israel to emphasize the condition of the early church. 

Peter elaborated on the descriptive term “God’s elect” who have been 
chosen according to the foreknowledge of God. God’s choice is part of His 
predetermined plan, and is not based on any merit in those who are elected, but solely on His grace and love for them before their creation. 

The sanctifying work of the Spirit has set the chosen ones apart for service, 
putting God’s choice and purpose into effect. The result of the Spirit’s work is 
obedience… and sprinkling by His blood.  Obedience is our responsibility to be submissive to God’s Word.  Read the following verses on obedience and record what you learn:

Exodus 24:7 _______________________________________________________

Romans 1:5; 15:18; 16:26 ___________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Peter laid the theological foundations for this letter of encouragement. “God” the Father in His grace had chosen them and God the “Spirit” had sanctified them through the atoning blood of God the Son, Jesus Christ. 

Thus Peter greeted his readers with the prayerful wish that they might experience in abundance God’s grace and peace.   Do a word study on “grace” and “peace” and write the results here:  ________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

The words “Grace to you and peace be multiplied” are also used in 2 Peter 1:2. God’s grace was dear to Peter; he referred to it 10 times in this epistle.

The contemplation of God’s grace caused Peter to praise God, the Author of 
salvation and the Source of hope. The words “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” are identical in 2 Corinthians 1:3.  Peter may have been recalling Jesus’ interview with Nicodemus in John 3:1-21 ___________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

The “new birth” results in a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. The “living hope” is based on the living resurrected Christ. Living means that the believer’s hope is sure, certain, and real, as opposed to the deceptive, empty, false hope the world offers. 

The sure hope is of a future inheritance. This same word is used in the Septuagint to refer to Israel’s promised possession of the land.  Read the following verses and record the nature of “inheritance.”

Numbers 26:54, 56; 34:2 ____________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Joshua 11:23 ______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

The land was Israel’s possession, granted to her as a gift from God. A Christian’s inheritance cannot be destroyed by hostile forces, and it will not spoil like overripened fruit or fade in color. Peter used three words, each beginning with the same letter and ending with the same syllable, to describe in a cumulative fashion this inheritance’s permanence: can never perish, spoil, or fade.  This inheritance is as indestructible as God’s Word. Each Christian’s inheritance of eternal life is kept in heaven or “kept watch on” by God so its ultimate possession is secure.

Not only is the inheritance guarded, but heirs who have been born into that 
inheritance are protected by God’s power. Do a word study on “protected” and write the result here:  ______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Cross reference to Philippians 4:7 _____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
What greater hope could be given to those undergoing persecution than the knowledge that God’s power guards them from within, to preserve them for an inheritance of salvation that will be completely revealed to them in God’s presence. Believers possess salvation now but will sense its full significance at the return of Christ for His church. 

LESSON TWO

1 Peter 1:6-12

Why were Christians the target of persecution? 

(1) They refused to worship the emperor as a god and thus were viewed as atheists and traitors. 

(2) They refused to worship at pagan temples, so business for these moneymaking enterprises dropped wherever Christianity took hold.

(3) They didn’t support the Roman ideals of self, power, and conquest; and the Romans scorned the Christian ideal of self-sacrificing service. 

(4) They exposed and rejected the horrible immorality of pagan culture.

Peter mentions suffering several times in this letter: 1 Peter 1:6-7; 1 Peter 3:13-17; 1 Peter 4:12-19; 1 Peter 5:9. 

When he speaks of trials, he is not talking about natural disasters or the experience of God’s punishments, but the response of an unbelieving world to people of faith. All believers face such trials when they let their light shine into the darkness. Trials are part of the refining process that burns away impurities and prepares us to meet Christ. Trials teach us patience.  Read the following verses and record your thoughts here:

Romans 5:3-4 ______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

James 1:2-3 _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

As gold is heated, impurities float to the top and can be skimmed off. Steel is tempered or strengthened by heating it in fire. Likewise, our trials, struggles, and persecutions refine and strengthen our faith, making us useful to God.

Testing could be joyous rather than grievous because these readers knew in advance the goal of the testing: when they had persevered to the end, the final deliverance would come, as in traditional Jewish teaching. Unlike the testing in described by James, the primary test in 1 Peter is persecution.

Many Jewish interpreters (especially attested in the Dead Sea Scrolls) believed that the Old Testament prophets had told especially about the interpreters’ own time, and that their meaning for this time had thus remained cryptic until wise men of their own generation were given special insight by the Spirit. Peter here seems to assert that the prophets recognized that their prophecies applied to the Messiah who would suffer and be exalted, and that they knew that many details would make sense to the readers only once they had happened. 

It sounds as if Peter would, however, have agreed with the interpreters in the Dead Sea Scrolls that the Old Testament prophets did not know the timing.

According to some Jewish traditions, some secrets were so important that God kept them even from angels until the end time; in other traditions, angels respected rabbis’ esoteric teachings and came to their lectures to listen; in still other traditions, angels envied Israel, who received God’s law.

The OT prophets faithfully recorded God’s promises of eternal salvation, realizing many times that they would never see the fulfillment in their own lifetime but that they were recording those words for future generations.

Daniel 12:8-13 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Matthew 13:17 ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

In similar fashion, the angels are intensely interested in it .  Compare 1 Peter 1:12 and Daniel 12:5-6 ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

God’s dealings with us are a sort of object lesson to them.  Read 1 Corinthians 4:9 and Ephesians 3:10 ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

LESSON THREE

1 PETER 1:13-22

The imminent return of Christ should motivate us to live for him. This means being mentally alert (“prepare your minds for action”), disciplined (“self-controlled”), and focused (“set your hope fully”). Are you ready to meet Christ?

In this space, write the ways you can do this:  __________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

God is holy;  He sets the standard for morality. 

· Unlike the Roman gods, He is not warlike, adulterous, or spiteful. 

· Unlike the gods of the pagan cults popular in the first century, He is not bloodthirsty or promiscuous. 

He is a God of mercy and justice who cares personally for each of his followers. Our holy God expects us to imitate him by following His high moral standards. Like Him, we should be both merciful and just; like Him, we should sacrifice ourselves for others.

After people commit their lives to Christ, they usually still feel a pull back to their old ways. Peter tells us to be like our heavenly Father—holy in everything we do. Holiness means being totally devoted or dedicated to God, set aside for his special use and set apart from sin and its influence. 

We’re to be set apart and different, not blending in with the crowd, yet not being different just for the sake of being different. What makes us different are God’s qualities in our lives. Our focus and priorities must be his. All this is in direct contrast to our old ways.  We cannot become holy on our own, but God gives us his Holy Spirit to help us obey and to give us power to overcome sin. Don’t use the excuse that you can’t help slipping into sin. Call on God’s power to free you from sin’s grip.

“Reverent fear” is not the fear of a slave for a ruthless master, but the healthy respect of a believer for the all-powerful God. Because God is the Judge of all the earth, we dare not ignore him or treat him casually. We should not assume that our privileged status as God’s children gives us freedom to do whatever we want. We should not be spoiled children, but grateful children who love to show respect for our heavenly Father.

Jewish people often spoke of idolatry as “futile” or “empty.” To them idolatry was the most basic characteristic of pagans’ lifestyle, thus the former way of life of Peter’s readers could refer either to paganism or to Judaism. 

Jewish sages contrasted the imperishability of true wealth with the eternal wealth of righteousness or wisdom; here it refers to the price of the readers’ redemption, for which money was insufficient.

Gold was devalued in this period due to inflation under Nero, but although some of the original readers might have thought of this, it is probably only peripheral to Peter’s point about perishable gold.

Redemption by the blood of a lamb recalls the annual Passover celebration, by which Jewish people commemorated their redemption (freedom from slavery) in Egypt, through the blood of the Passover lamb.  In Old Testament purity laws, people purified themselves from defilement by ceremonial bathing; although Judaism continued to practice literal ceremonial washings, it often used the image of washing figuratively for spiritual or moral purification.  Read the following verses and make a comparison:

Isaiah 1:16 ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Jeremiah 2:22 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Jeremiah 4:14 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

The new life of obedient love (1 Peter 1:22) is natural for the person with a new nature; it was axiomatic in antiquity that children inherited the nature of their parents. (Many writers even claimed that adulterers could be known because their children had their image) 

The father’s seed was especially important; followers of Jesus had been reborn through the living word, the gospel (1 Peter 1:3; 1 Peter 2:2), and it was imperishable (1 Peter 1:24-25). 

A variety of parallels have been made, including Philo’s perspective on the divine word as not only imperishable but as “seminal,” or a seed; but most of these examples are individual and distinct cases rather than based on general tradition. The parallels may thus all be remote, drawn from the same sort of natural imagery as Peter’s (except that Philo, unlike Peter, might draw on Stoicism’s seminal Logos).

Compare Luke 8:11 and 1 John 3:9 ____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

That the Word of God was imperishable, however, was agreed throughout all of Judaism.  Read Isaiah 40:6-8 _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Peter quotes Isaiah 40:6-8 (following the LXX) where the word is the future message of salvation in the time when God would redeem his people.  Compare with Isaiah 52:7-8 __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

LESSON FOUR

1 PETER 2: 1-5

God’s Word, like wholesome milk, produces spiritual growth, so we should desire it, as David did.

Read Psalm 19:9-10 and record what you learn: __________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Israel as a whole, however, had no desire for God’s Word in OT times, and as Isaiah predicted.  Read Isaiah 53:2 ____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

When Christ appeared they had no desire for him either.

Ancient writers sometimes employed “vice lists,” indicating what people should avoid; Peter employs a miniature vice list. “Putting aside” the old ways also follows rebirth in James, Ephesians and Colossians; together with other parallels to those letters, this similarity has suggested to some scholars a common baptismal tradition in the early church. 

Read the following verses and compare with 1 Peter:

 Romans 13:12 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

 Ephesians 4:20-24 __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Chapter 2  continues the image of rebirth started in 1 Peter 1:23. Babies are dependent on their mothers for nourishment by their milk; use of cows’ milk was rare in biblical times. It was believed that children were very impressionable at this nursing stage, and those who allowed them to be tended by nursemaids were advised to select the nurses with care. 

“Pure” milk meant that it had not been mixed with anything else; the term is used in business documents for sales of unadulterated foods. Pure “spiritual”  milk is a possible translation, but the adjective here more often means “rational” and so could also be translated “milk of the word.” 

In 1 Peter 2:3, Peter recalls Psalm 34:8.   Read that Psalm and record the comparisons here:  _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

The term translated “kindness” (NASB)  was sometimes used to mean “delicious” when applied to foods (as here, milk).

Do a word study on the words malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander.  Write the results here:  ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

The Dead Sea Scrolls portray the Qumran community as a living temple, and one text speaks of the temple’s components (pillar, foundations, etc.) as animate beings. The image of God’s people as a “holy priesthood” is from Exodus 19:5-6 and  Isaiah 61:6.  Read those verses and write what you learn here:  _________


_________________________________________________________________

Also cross-reference to Hebrews 2:9 ____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

LESSON FIVE

1 Peter 2:6-12

In 1 Peter 2:6, Peter quotes Isaiah 28:16.  The Qumran community applied Isaiah 28:16 to their own leadership; early Christians applied it to Jesus.  Read Romans 9:33 and record your thoughts here:  __________________________

________________________________________________________________

There is a Jewish interpretive principle called gezerah shavah, which links texts with common key words.  It would have been natural for Peter to cite Psalm 118:22 and Isaiah 8:14 2:7-8.

Although this interpretive technique suggests that he is not dependent on Paul, both Peter and Paul may have depended on Jesus for the cornerstone image.  Read Mark 12:10-11 _______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Psalm 118 was sung during the Passover season, at least among some Jews in this period, after thanking God for delivering Israel from slavery in Egypt into freedom, “from darkness to great light.” 

Almost half of verse 9 is a direct quotation of Exodus 19:6, implying that all Christians, including Gentile Christians, share in God’s covenant with Israel. Jewish people on the Passover described their deliverance from Egypt as a call “from darkness into great light.” Old Testament prophets taught that God had redeemed his people for his praise.

Read the following verses and record your thoughts here:

Isaiah 60:21 ______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Isaiah 61:3 _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Jeremiah 13:11 ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

In 1 Peter 2:10,  Peter cites Hosea 1:10 and Hosea 2:23, which reverse God’s earlier verdict against Israel (Hosea 1:6, 8-9), promising the restoration of God’s people in the end time.  Read through those sections of Hosea, and record your thoughts here:  ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Like Paul, Peter believes that Gentiles converted to Israel’s true faith, the message of Jesus, are part of this end-time people of God.  Compare to Romans 9:24-26 __________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Had he wished, he could have cited Old Testament passages to support his conclusion. Read  the following and note what you learn here:

Isaiah 19:24-25 ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Isaiah 56:3-8 _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Do a word study on “aliens and strangers” from 1 Peter 2:11 and record what you learn here:  ___________________________________________________

In what sense is Peter using the term?  ________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

The image here is of God’s people dispersed among the nations.  God’s people in the Old Testament were sometimes portrayed in such terms because of their mortality, because of zeal for God, or because of their wanderings. 

Leviticus 25:23 _____________________________________________________

1 Chronicles 29:15 __________________________________________________

Psalm 119:19 ______________________________________________________

Genesis 23:4 and 47:9 _______________________________________________

Greek philosophers often viewed fleshly passions as “waging war” against the soul. Peter uses the same image, although not for the same reason that philosophers did.

Jewish people living in the Diaspora always had to be concerned about Gentiles’ anti-Jewish slanders, for their safety and for their witness to the one true God. Just as Gentiles were more than happy to slander Jews living among them, they were happy to slander Gentile converts to what they viewed as a Jewish sect, Christianity.  Peter is very concerned about maintaining biblical relationships. 

Do a word study on “day of visitation” in 1 Peter 2:12 and write what you learn here:  ____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

LESSON SIX

1 Peter 2:13-25

When Peter told his readers to submit to the civil authorities, he was most likely speaking of the Roman empire under Nero, a notoriously cruel tyrant. Obviously he was not telling believers to compromise their consciences.  We know this from previous things Peter had said.  Read Acts 5:29 and record Peter’s words here:

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

But in most aspects of daily life, it was possible and desirable for Christians to live according to the law of their land. Today, some Christians live in freedom while others live under repressive governments. All are commanded to cooperate with the rulers as far as conscience will allow. We are to do this “for the Lord’s sake”—so that his Good News and his people will be respected. If we are to be persecuted, it should be for obeying God, and not for breaking moral or civil laws. 

This is clearly an issue that faced the early church.  Paul also addressed the problem in Romans 13.  Read through that chapter, and write Paul’s perspective on the issue here:  __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

We are free from keeping the law as a way to earn salvation. However we are still to obey, out of gratitude for our free salvation, the teachings of God’s law because in it God expresses His will for us.  

Many Christians were household slaves. It would be easy for them to submit to masters who were gentle and kind. But Peter encouraged loyalty and perseverance even in the face of unjust treatment. In the same way, we should submit to our employers, whether they are considerate or harsh. By so doing, we may win them to Christ by our good example. Paul gave similar advice in his letters.  Read the following verses and note who is speaking and who is being addressed:

Ephesians 6:5-9 ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Colossians 3:22-25 __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Matthew 5:46 ______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Luke 6:32-36 ______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

We may suffer for many reasons. Some suffering is the direct result of our own sin; some happens because of our foolishness; and some is the result of living in a fallen world. Peter is writing about suffering that comes as a result of doing good.  Christ never sinned, and yet he suffered so that we could be set free. When we follow Christ’s example and live for others, we too may suffer. Our goal should be to face suffering as he did—with patience, calmness, and confidence that God is in control of the future.

Peter had learned about suffering from Jesus. He knew that Jesus’ suffering was part of God’s plan.  Followers of Jesus should be prepared to suffer.  Read Mark 8:34-35 and write what you learn here: _________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

As he walked with Jesus, Peter learned these truths is passing them on to us.

Christ died for our sins, in our place, so we would not have to suffer the punishment we deserve. This is called substitutionary atonement.  


1 Peter 2:25 echoes Isaiah 53:6.  The image of Israel as sheep was common in the Old Testament  and the image of Israel as scattered sheep wandering from the shepherd also appears  in Jeremiah 50:6 and Ezekiel 34:6. Diaspora Judaism sometimes applied the term to God. 

LESSON 7

1 Peter 3:1-7

Peter extended the principles of respect and submission to authority, from Christian conduct in the world to Christian conduct in the family. He challenged his readers to new behavior as submissive wives and considerate husbands. This command is for wives to submit to their own husbands.

Cross reference to Ephesians 5:22 and Colossians 3:18 _____________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

The command does not require women to be subordinate to men in general but to their husbands as a function of order within the home. A wife is to accept her place in the family under the leadership of her husband whom God has placed as head in the home

Although Peter upholds societal norms for the purpose of the church’s witness in society , his sympathy here is clearly with the woman, as it was with the slaves in 1 Peter 2:18-25. He continues to advocate submission to authority for the sake of witness and silencing charges that Christianity is subversive; husbands were always in the position of authority in that culture.

 “In the same way” refers back to the passage on slaves (1 Peter 2:18-25). Like Judaism and other non-Roman religions, Christianity spread faster among wives than husbands; husbands had more to lose socially from conversion to an unpopular minority religion. But wives were expected to obey their husbands in Greco-Roman antiquity, and this obedience included allegiance to their husbands’ religions. Cults that forbade their participation in Roman religious rites, including prohibiting worship of a family’s household gods, were viewed with disdain, and Jewish or Christian women who refused to worship these gods could be charged with atheism. Thus by his advice Peter seeks to reduce marital tensions and causes of hostility toward Christianity and Christians. Silence was considered a great virtue for women in antiquity.

 “Chaste and respectful” was standard terminology for the behavior that was most approved for women throughout antiquity.

Hair was braided in elaborate manners, and well-to-do women tried to keep up with the latest expensive fashions. The gaudy adornments of women of wealth, meant to draw attention to themselves, were repeatedly condemned in ancient literature and speeches, and we can assume that Peter’s point was meant in the same way.  Cross reference to  1 Timothy 2:9-10 _______________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

There are some important permanent principles to pull from these sections.  Think through your interpretative questions and write them here:  ___________

_________________________________________________________________


 Ancients considered a meek and quiet spirit a prime virtue for women, and many moralists advised this attitude instead of dressing in the latest fashions to attract men’s attention, a vice commonly attributed to aristocratic women and imitated by those who could afford to do so.

Moralists normally added examples of such quietness to their exhortations; they especially liked to appeal to matrons of the distant past, who were universally respected for their chaste behavior in contrast to many of the women in Roman high society. Jewish readers would think especially of the great matriarchs, extolled for their piety in Jewish tradition: Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel and Leah, Sarah being most prominent.  Peter’s readers may think in terms of head coverings that were prominent in much of the East, meant to render the married woman inconspicuous.  Compare to  1 Corinthians 11:2-16  _________________

_________________________________________________________________

 Although Peter explicitly advocates only “submission” (1 Peter 3:1), he cites Sarah as an example even of “obedience,” which was what Roman male society demanded of their wives. That Abraham also “obeyed” Sarah is clear in Genesis (the term usually translated “listen to” in Genesis 16:2 and Genesis 21:12 also means “obey,” and in both passages Abraham submits to Sarah), but this point is not relevant to Peter’s example for wives with husbands disobedient to the word.

We cannot read too much into Sarah’s calling her husband “lord” as translated in some versions. The direct address “lord” was used in Hebrew to address husbands respectfully as “sir.  We also see Isaac address his mother with a similarly respectful title and Abraham so addresses a visitor, unaware that he is an angel. 

In the patriarchal period, it was polite to address someone of higher authority or one to whose status one wished to defer.  Cross reference Jacob to Esau in Genesis 33:13-14 __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Peter’s advice is practical, not harsh as it might sound in our culture. Although philosophers’ household codes often stressed that the wife should “fear” her husband as well as submit to him, Peter disagrees.  In the Roman culture, husbands could legally “throw out” babies, resort to prostitutes and make life miserable for their wives, although sleeping with other women of the aristocratic class or beating their wives was prohibited. (In a mid-second-century account, a Christian divorced her husband for his repeated infidelity, so he betrayed her to the authorities as a Christian.) Christian wives were limited in their options, but Peter wants women to pursue peace without being intimidated.

Although Peter’s point is almost certainly to address the many converted wives with unconverted husbands, he includes a brief word for converted husbands as well. Many philosophers, moralists and Jewish teachers complained about the moral and intellectual weakness of women; some referred to the weakness of their bodies. Women’s delicacy was considered an object of desire, but also of distrust; even the traditional Roman legal system simply assumed their weakness and inability to make sound decisions on their own. Much of this was due to the influence of Aristotle, who argued that women were by nature inferior to men in every way except sexually.

Yet this weakness (Peter may apply it only to social position) was often cited as a reason to show them more consideration, and Peter attaches no significance to this common term except that requirement; the rest of the verse declares women to be equal before God, which ruined any arguments of their inferiority “by nature.” A husband who failed to recognize his wife’s spiritual equality jeopardized his own prayers.  Peter will address this in 1 Peter 3:12.

LESSON EIGHT

1 Peter 3:8-15

Peter lists five key elements that should characterize any group of believers: 

(1) harmony—pursuing the same goals; 

(2) sympathy—being responsive to others’ needs; 

(3) love—seeing and treating each other as brothers and sisters; 

(4) compassion—being affectionately sensitive and caring; and 

(5) humility—being willing to encourage one another and rejoice in each other’s successes. 

These five qualities go a long way toward helping believers serve God effectively.

Peter developed the qualities of compassion and humility the hard way. In his early days with Christ, these attitudes did not come naturally to his impulsive, strong-willed personality.  Read the following verses and record your thoughts: 

Mark 8:31-33 ______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

John 13:6-9 _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

The Holy Spirit changed Peter, molding his strong personality to God’s use, and teaching him tenderness and humility.

In our fallen world, it is often deemed acceptable by some to tear people down verbally or to get back at them if we feel hurt. Peter, remembering Jesus’ teaching to turn the other cheek, encourages his readers to pay back wrongs by praying for the offenders.  Read Matthew 5:39 and record your thoughts here:

________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

In God’s kingdom, revenge is unacceptable behavior, as is insulting a person, no matter how indirectly it is done. Rise above getting back at those who hurt you. Instead of reacting angrily to these people, pray for them.

Romans 12:19 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Hebrews 10:30 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Matthew 5:11 ______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Matthew 5:44 ______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Matthew 10:23 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Scripture is clear that we should expect persecution.  Jesus indicates in Luke 21:12 that believers will be brought before kings and governors for His name’s sake. 

Romans 12:14 _____________________________________________________

Having cited Psalm 34:8 in 1 Peter 2:3, Peter now cites Psalm 34:12-16, which instructs the righteous to pursue peace with others and to speak no evil, thus supporting what he has argued in 1 Peter 2:13-3:7. 

Jewish teachers also emphasized that one should pursue peace actively, not just passively. Peter indicates that, although God hears the righteous, he opposes the wicked and hence does not hear the prayers of those who mistreat others.

Peter alludes to the language of Isaiah 8:12, where God assures the prophet that he need not fear what the rest of his people feared, but should trust in God alone.  Read Isaiah 8:13 for more details:  _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________

LESSON NINE

1 Peter 3:16-22

My grandfather used to say that you couldn’t keep people from saying bad things about you…but at least you shouldn’t supply them with ammunition.  Peter is essentially saying the same thing.

This of 1 Peter uses a literary technique known as a chiasmus.

	A Your slanderers will be ashamed (3:16)

	
B Suffer though innocent, in God’s will (3:17)

	

C For Christ suffered for the unjust (3:18)

	


D He triumphed over hostile spirits (3:19)

	



E Noah was saved through water (3:20)

	



E’ You are saved through water (3:21)

	


D’ Christ triumphed over hostile spirits (3:22)

	

C’ For Christ suffered (4:1a)

	
B’ Suffer in God’s will (4:1b-2)

	A’ Your slanderers will be ashamed (4:3-5)


As Peter closes chapter 3, he again illustrates the principles given in verses 13-17. Once again Christ is lifted up as the perfect example. He suffered for doing what was right (2:14). 

His  sinless life provoked the unjust hostilities of evil men. However, He did not fear men but trusted Himself to God. Christ clearly stated His purpose and committed Himself to a course of action. He died in mankind’s place, keeping His conscience clear.  As a result He received tremendous blessing and reward in His own resurrection and exultation. 

Verse 18 is one of the shortest and simplest, and yet one of the richest summaries.  Write 1 Peter 3:18 here:  __________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Ephasis is duly placed on the fact that Jesus died ONCE.  Cross reference to the following passages and write what you learn here:

Romans 6:10 ______________________________________________________

Hebrews 9:26, 28; 10:10 _____________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Clearly, a contrast with the Old Testament yearly sacrifice on the Day of Atonement is being established, declaring the complete sufficiency of Christ’s death. The substitutionary nature of Christ’s death is indicated by the phrase the righteous for the unrighteous.   The purpose for Christ’s sacrificial death was man’s reconciliation, to bring people to God. 

Peter concluded his summary of Christ’s redemptive work by referring to His 
resurrection. Do a word study on “body” (or flesh)  and “By the Spirit”  (or in the Spirit) in 3:18.  ____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Peter seems to indicate that Jesus spoke to those who were disobedient in the past.  He may be referring to Jesus’ descent of Hell between His death and resurrection to offer people who lived before the Flood a second chance for salvation. However, this interpretation has no scriptural support. 

However, the fact that Jesus did descend is borne out in other scripture.  Read Ephesians 4:7-13 ___________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Others have said this passage in 1 Peter 3 refers to Christ’s descent into hell after His crucifixion to proclaim His victory to the imprisoned fallen angels referred to in 2 Peter 2:4-5, equating them with “the sons of God” Moses wrote about in Genesis 6:1-2.  Read those two cross-references and record what you learn here:  _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Though much commends this view as a possible interpretation, the context may be referring to humans rather than angels. These would be those who were disobedient when God waited patiently for Noah to finish building the ark. They had rebelled against the message of God during the 120 years the ark was being built. God declared He would not tolerate people’s wickedness forever, but would extend His patience for only 120 more years. Since the entire human race except Noah was evil, God determined to wipe mankind off the face of the earth. The “spirits” referred to in 1 Peter 3:20 may be the souls of the evil human race that existed in the days of Noah. Those “spirits” are now “in prison” awaiting the final judgment of God at the end of the Age. 

The problem remains as to when Christ preached to these “spirits.” Peter’s 
explanation of the resurrection of Christ (3:18) “by the Spirit” brought to mind that the Spirit actually ministered through Noah, whom later described as “a preacher of righteousness” (2 Peter 2:5). 

In this interpretation, the Spirit of Christ preached through Noah to the ungodly humans who, at the time of Peter’s writing, were “spirits in prison” awaiting final judgment. This interpretation seems to fit the general theme of this section, which is keeping a good conscience in unjust persecution. Noah is presented as an example of one who committed himself to a course of action for the sake of a clear conscience before God, though it meant enduring harsh ridicule. Noah did not fear men but obeyed God and proclaimed His message. Noah’s reward for keeping a clear conscience in unjust suffering was the salvation of himself and his family, who were saved by being brought safely through the Flood. 

In this sense, baptism represents a complete break with one’s past 
life. As the Flood wiped away the old sinful world, so baptism pictures one’s break from his old sinful life and his entrance into new life in Christ. Peter now applied to his readers the principle he set forth in verses 13-17 and illustrated in verses 18-20. He exhorted them to have the courage to commit themselves to a course of action by taking a public stand for Christ through baptism. The act of public baptism would “save” them from the temptation to sacrifice their good consciences in order to avoid persecution. 

For a first-century Christian, baptism meant he was following through on his commitment to Christ, regardless of the consequences. Baptism does not save from sin, but from a bad conscience. Peter clearly taught that baptism was not merely a ceremonial act of physical purification, but also the pledge of a good 
conscience toward God.  Baptism is the symbol of what has 
already occurred in the heart and life of one who has trusted Christ as Savior.

Read the following verses and record what you learn:

Romans 6:3-5 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Galatians 3:27 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Colossians 2:12 ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Having witnessed Christ’s physical Ascension, Peter wrote that Christ has gone into heaven. The reward for Christ’s faithfulness is seen in His exaltation over all things. He is enthroned at God’s right hand, the seat of supreme to rule and reign over all creation.  Cross-reference to these verses as we close for this week, recording what you learn:

Psalm 110:1 _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Hebrews 1:13, 8:1, 10:12, 12:2 _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Colossians 1:15-16 and 2:14-15 _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

LESSON TEN

1 Peter 4:1-5

There are times in our lives when we have to stop and consider the things that matter most to us.  In our culture, realizing that death is imminent is one of those times.  But persecution is also a great reminder of the transience of this life. Some people will do anything to avoid pain. As followers of Christ, however, we should be willing and prepared to do God’s will and to suffer for it if necessary. Sin loses its power to defeat us in our suffering if we focus on Christ and what he wants us to do. When our bodies are in pain or our lives are in jeopardy, our real values show up clearly, and sinful pleasures seem less important. If anyone suffers for doing good and still faithfully obeys in spite of suffering, that person has chosen an important break with sin.

A person whose life changes radically because of conversion to Christianity may experience contempt from his or her old friends. He may be scorned not only because he refuses to participate in certain activities, but also because his priorities have changed and he is now heading in the opposite direction. His very life incriminates the sinful activities of others.  Mature Christians should help new believers resist such pressures of opposition by encouraging them to be faithful to Christ.  Do a word study on “dissipation” in 4:4 and write what you learn now:

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Godless men are sometimes genuinely surprised by the changed lives of those who once were like them. A changed life provokes hostility from those who reject the gospel. Consequently they heap abuse on believers. 

The fact is that those who have spent their lives in indulgence and idolatry will someday give account. 

Matthew 12:36 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Luke 16:2 _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Acts 19:40 ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Hebrews 13:17 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Peter warned that no one will escape this final judgment of the words and works of his earthly life, when Christ will judge both the living and the dead.  Read the following verses and write what you learn:

Acts 10:42 _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Romans 14:9 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

1 Thessalonians 4:15 ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

2 Timothy 4:1 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

LESSON ELEVEN

1 Peter 4:6-11

One of the most controversial sections of scripture occurs in 1 Peter 4:6.  Who are the dead that heard the gospel?  Some believe this is speaking of those who heard the gospel from Jesus when He descended into hell at His death and prior to His resurrection.  Others think this refers to people who have believers who have been judged and executed by the world because they chose God.

There is no sense in which Peter could be referring to a “second chance” after death for those who lived after the time of Christ.

Those who believe in Jesus face a judgment of their works in the world; however, their salvation has been decided at the time they believed.

Peter speaks of the end being near.  Cross reference to James 5:8 and write what you learn here: ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Peter then referred to the imminent return of Christ for His church. The 
shortness of the time remaining is motivation to live for and serve Jesus Christ  As a result, Christians are to sound-minded.  Cross reference to Mark 5:15 and do a word study on sound-minded (sound judgment) ____________________

________________________________________________________________

Also do a word study on “sober” in 1 Peter 4:7 __________________________

________________________________________________________________ 


People who have withstood persecution understand the high priority of prayer and the need for clear, reasonable, sober communication with God. 

Peter admonishes the believers to be fervent in their love for one another.  Check the word “love” to find out what word is used here:  ________________

________________________________________________________________

The word translated “fervently” or “deeply” was used to describe the taut muscles of an athlete who strains to win a race. A Christian’s unselfish love and concern for others should be exercised to the point of sacrificially giving for others’ welfare. Love covers over a multitude of sins does not mean that the sin is not there; however, this kind of strenuously maintained love sees and accepts the faults of others, helping them to change.

Cross reference to Proverbs 10:12 _____________________________________ 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Christian love may be displayed through extending free food and lodging, 
offering hospitality.  Do a word study on hospitable:  ______________________

_________________________________________________________________

Now do a word study on the word usually translated “fellowship.”  What is the difference between fellowship and hospitality?  ___________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 


During times of persecution, hospitality was especially welcomed by Christians who were forced to journey to new areas. 

Believers should be diligent in using their spiritual gifts. Each gift is to be used to serve or minister to others. The phrase faithfully administering is also be translated “as good stewards.” A “steward” was one who served as a house 
manager; he had no wealth of his own, but distributed his master’s wealth according to his master’s will and direction. 

In this sense, our giftings come from God’s grace, manifested to His church as believers live their lives in service to each other. His grace is evident in its various forms, that is, it is “manifold.”  Do a word study on “manifold” and write what you learn here:  _______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

 Peter divided Christian service into two general categories: 

1. the one who speaks 


2. the one who serves 

This division relates to the distinction God’s leaders made between ministry roles.  These two general ministry functions often overlap. Both groups function through dependence on God’s gracious provision. The reason for relying on God’s words and strength is that God will receive the praise 
through Jesus Christ. 

Cross reference to the following verses:

Acts 6:2-4 _________________________________________________________

Acts 7:38 _________________________________________________________

Romans 3:2 _______________________________________________________

Hebrews 5:12 ______________________________________________________

At the mention of Christ’s name Peter offered an appropriate word of praise as a benediction: To Him be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen. The 
praise and credit for Christian ministry should always be given to Christ. 

LESSON TWELVE

1 Peter 4:12-19

Jewish tradition often emphasized that the righteous experienced their sufferings in this age but that the wicked would experience theirs throughout the age to come.  Such persecutions as are mentioned here continued for two more centuries in the Roman Empire and have continued periodically in various times and places throughout history; believers in each generation have had the occasion to feel close to the end of the age.

It is possible that Peter alludes to the fate that befell many Christians captured in Rome in 64 AD: they were burned alive as torches to light Nero’s gardens at night. But he more likely alludes again to the image of gold being tried by fire (1 Peter 1:7), and perhaps to the fire of judgment day being experienced in advance; the language of fiery trials was often used figuratively.

Some Jewish people described the time of tribulation before the end as the “Messiah’s travail”; Peter expresses the Christian doctrine replete with the idea of sharing Christ’s sufferings.

If a Christian was insulted because of the name of Christ, he should be considered blessed.  Anything that we suffer for the sake of Christ is a privilege, not a penalty. The Spirit of glory and of God refers to the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence within all who are identified by “the name of Christ” and thus suffer persecution.  Cross reference to Isaiah 11:2 and Matthew 3:16 ______________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 As second-century apologists pointed out, the only charge on which true Christians were ever convicted was the charge of being a Christian. The Greek term for “meddler” (NIV, NASB) could refer to sorcerers but probably refers to “busybodies,” those giving unwanted and ill-timed advice. Meddling tactlessly in others’ affairs was a vice often attributed to unpopular Cynic philosophers.

The nickname “Christian” was originally used only by those hostile to Christianity.  Early Roman descriptions of Nero’s persecution use this title for Jesus’ followers. Many wise men in Greek tradition pointed out that it was truly noble to suffer scorn for doing good; in Greco-Roman society, obsessed as it was with shame and honor, this was a countercultural insight.

The image of judgment beginning at God’s household is an Old Testament one, as is the ominous expression, “the time has come.” Read the following verses and record what you learn:

Ezekiel 9:6 ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Jeremiah 25:18-29 __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Amos 3:2 _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Ezekiel 7:7, 12 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Throughout history, persecution has refined 

and strengthened the church.

Peter proves his case in 1 Peter 4:17 by citing the Septuagint of Proverbs 11:31, which may reflect what had become the prevailing Jewish conception by Peter’s day, that the righteous suffered in this life, but the wicked suffered in the world to come.

Peter again echoes the familiar language of Jewish prayer: the final benediction of one regularly uttered Jewish prayer included the lines “Our lives are committed to your hand, and our souls are in your care,” and some others also uttered similar prayers in the face of possible death.  The prototype for all of them was probably Psalm 31:5, which is also quoted in Luke 23:4 ____________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

LESSON THIRTEEN


1 Peter 5:1-5

In this final chapter Peter emphasizes new responsibilities within the church in light of the troubled times. He exhorted the elders to shepherd the people, the young men to submit to the elders, and everyone to stand firm in the faith. 

This is a very structured section of the letter.  We can look at chapter 5 within the context of that structure:

A. Elders are to shepherd (5:1-4) 

Peter’s charge to elders was given in three pairs of negative and positive 
exhortations. The exhortations reflect Ezekiel 34:1-1), where false shepherds were contrasted with the True Shepherd.   Read through the Ezekiel passage and journal your thoughts:  ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Peter, in addressing the elders, also used a word that identified himself as one who held the same office .  Find the word: ______________________________

_________________________________________________________________

As an elder, Peter was speaking from experience. However, Peter’s authority came from the fact that he was an apostle, and a witness  of Christ’s sufferings. Peter also referred to himself as one who will share in the glory to be revealed. Peter had just made the point that those who share in Christ’s sufferings will also share in His glory (4:13). 

Peter further identified with his readers by referring to his own suffering for Christ’s sake.  Read Acts 5:40 _________________________________________

The command to be shepherds was also given by Jesus to Peter.  Read John 21:16 and note the word translated “shepherd.” __________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Besides feeding, it includes caring, leading, guiding, and protecting—all duties and responsibilities a shepherd has for his flock. The noun “overseer” used five other times) seems to be interchangeable with elder and describes a physical and spiritual oversight.

Philippians 1:1 ____________________________________________________

1 Timothy 3:1-2 ____________________________________________________

Titus 1:7; 1 _______________________________________________________ 


Peter 2:25 ________________________________________________________

“Overseer” seems to be interchangeable with “elder” and describes both a 
spiritual and physical guardianship. 

Peter, through contrasting exhortations, presented both the motive and the manner of one’s ministry. An elder’s motive must be from willingness, not from a sense of external compulsion: not because you must, but because you are willing. Social or financial pressures should not be substituted for the pure motivation to do God’s will and to serve Him freely and eagerly: not greedy for money, but eager to serve.  Cross reference to 1 Timothy 3:8 and Titus 1:7, 11:

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Shepherds who serve with false motives care only for themselves and devour 
the flock.  

Read Ezekiel 34:2-3 and write what you learn here:  _______________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Do a word study on the phrase translated “ lording it over them” includes the idea of domineering as in the rule of a strong person over one who is weak.  As we finish our work for today, read the following verses and write what you learn:

Matthew 20:25 _____________________________________________________

 
Mark 10:42 ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Acts 19:16 ________________________________________________________

Ezekiel indicted false shepherds: “You have ruled them harshly and brutally. So they were scattered because there was no shepherd.”  Peter exhorted the elders to be examples, to serve as models for the people to follow. They were not to drive God’s people, but to lead them by their examples of mature Christian character. 

Christ, the Chief Shepherd (archipoimenos), is “the True Shepherd” 
(Ezek. 34:11-16), “the Good Shepherd” (John 10:11, 14), and “the Great Shepherd” (Heb. 13:20). When Christ returns, His faithful undershepherds will share in His glory (1 Peter 5:1) and receive unfading crowns. 

LESSON FOURTEEN


1 Peter 5:5-7

Last week we looked at Peter’s first point:  Elders are to be shepherds.  Today, we will look at his second point:
B. Young men are to submit (5:5) 

Peter then turned his attention from the shepherds to the sheep. Good leaders deserve good followers. Those who are led are responsible to be in subjection to men and to God. 

Do a word study on “submit” or “be subject” and record your thoughts here:

 _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________|

Church leaders were usually older members. The younger members were to place themselves willingly under the authority of those who had been given the responsibility of leadership. Peter exhorted both young and old alike to clothe  themselves with humility. True humility is attractive dress.  Do a word study on “clothe yourself” in verse 5:  __________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Peter may have alluded to Christ’s girding Himself with a towel and teaching the disciples that humility is the prerequisite for service and service is the practice of humility.  Cross reference to John 13:4-15 _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Peter quoted Proverbs 3:34 to emphasize God’s different attitudes toward the proud and the humble.  Read through that Proverb and journal God’s perspective here:  ____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Knowing God’s attitude should cause Christians not only to be subject to 
others but also to subject themselves deliberately to God’s sovereign rule. The command humble yourselves could be translated “allow yourselves to be 
humbled.” Those who were suffering persecution for Christ’s sake could be encouraged by the fact that the same mighty hand that let them suffer would one day lift them up.  Cross reference to James 4:10 ______________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Peter then referred to Christ’s classic words of encouragement in the Sermon on the Mount while quoting Psalm 55:22: “Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you.” 

Read through Matthew 6:25-32 _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Also read Psalm 55:22 _______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

All a believer’s anxieties can be cast on Christ who sustains because He cares. A Christian’s confidence rests in the fact that Christ is genuinely concerned for his welfare. 

Carrying your worries, stresses, and daily struggles by yourself shows that you have not trusted God fully with your life. It takes humility, however, to recognize that God cares, to admit your need, and to let others in God’s family help you. Sometimes we think that struggles caused by our own sin and foolishness are not God’s concern. But when we turn to God in repentance, He will forgive.  Even though the consequences of our sin may still exist, the weight of facing those consequences alone is greatly eased. 


LESSON FIFTEEN

1 Peter 5:8-14

C. All are to stand firm (5:8-11) 

Though believers should place their confidence in God, they should not be careless. Christians in conflict are to be on the alert, made strong and steadfast by Christ Himself. 

Do two word studies from this section:

Alert: ____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Adversary: ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

The devil is always actively seeking an opportunity for a vicious attack. This verse could also be a veiled allusion to the horrors of the Neronian persecution in the Roman Coliseum, in which lions mauled and devoured Christians. Satan desired to do the same thing spiritually, to defeat believers’ testimonies. 

The devil can be and should be resisted. Read James 4:7 and write your thoughts here:  ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

It is a term of defense rather than attack. Christians may stand firm against Satan only if they depend wholly on Christ, standing firm in the faith.  Read  Colossians 2:5 _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Peter also encouraged his readers by reminding them that they were not alone in their suffering. The knowledge that other Christians, their brothers throughout the world, were suffering, would strengthen their resolve to continue to stand firm. 

Read through Paul’s words to the church at Ephesus in Ephesians 6:12-18 and write the comparisons with Peter’s writing in chapter 5:  ___________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Peter had encouraged his readers to endure suffering in such a way that the 
grace of God would be made manifest in their lives. Now in a closing word of 
benediction he committed them to the God of all grace. The benediction 
briefly summarizes Peter’s message of encouragement. Christians’ suffering will last only a little while, while their glory in Christ, to which they were called, will be eternal.

Here is Peter’s last of eight uses of “glory” in this epistle: 1 Peter 1:7, 11, 21, 24; 2:20; 4:14; 5:1, 10.  God Himself would restore them and make them strong, firm, (a word used only here in the NT), and steadfast. 

As we finish our thinking about Peter’s first epistle, read through these cross references and prayerfully consider their commonality:

Ephesians 3:17 _____________________________________________________

Colossians 1:23 ____________________________________________________

2 Thessalonians 2:17 ________________________________________________

Romans 8:17-18 ____________________________________________________

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 _______________________________________________

To Christ be the power forever and ever. Amen. In this benediction, similar to the one in 4:11, Peter praised Christ who has all power for all time. Certainly He has the power to strengthen His own as they undergo persecution. 

Finalize your thinking by reading Romans 11:36 and 1 Timothy 6:16 __________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

When we receive something good that we don’t deserve, we call it grace.  When we don’t receive the punishment that we do deserve, we call it mercy.




















John 15:20  "Remember the word that I said to you, 


'A slave is not greater than his master.' If they 


persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they


kept My word, they will keep yours also.”   Jesus 








Letting God have your anxieties calls for action, not passivity.
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